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Drawing Inspiration  
Education and Resource Pack 2008 

 

 
 
Drawing Inspiration is an exciting project that brings together children from refugee camps in Darfur 
and children from the rest of the world through drawings and letters offering support and sympathy to 
Darfuris in their time of trouble and despair. It is a unique opportunity to provide a direct 
communication link to children from Darfur who have gone through so much hardship and feel so 
isolated in their plight. The aim of this project is to foster a greater understanding between children of 
different cultures and provide support to the children of Darfur. 
 
Waging Peace is a human rights organisation which campaigns against systematic human rights 
abuses and genocide. Since 2004 we have been concerned with the remote western region of Sudan 
where an estimated 400,000 people have been killed and 2.5 million civilians have been displaced. 
 
Last year our researcher, Anna Schmitt, travelled to eastern Chad to interview Darfuri refugees and 
displaced Chadians. She handed out crayons and paper to children aged between 6 and 18 years, and 
asked them to draw their dreams for the future and their strongest memories. Most of the resulting 
pictures depict violent attacks by the Sudanese Government forces and their allied Janjaweed militias. 
Many drawings show adult males being killed, women being shot and taken prisoner, babies being 
thrown onto fires and Government of Sudan helicopters and planes attacking ordinary Darfuris. 
 
The 500 drawings amount to unprecedented collection which have toured the globe - in Lithuania, 
Canada, the Czech Republic, Italy, and the UK raising awareness about the crisis in Darfur and the 
impact the continued atrocities are having on children. 
 
We are marking the fifth year of the conflict in Darfur by asking children in schools and community 
groups throughout the world to draw pictures of themselves and their families and to write messages 
of hope and support to the children living in the camps. Waging Peace will then take these drawings to 
Chad and display them in the camps for the children to see. These messages of encouragement and 
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solidarity from their peers in throughout will hopefully bring some measure of comfort to children 
who have suffered greatly, and who feel abandoned and isolated. 
 
We are hoping that schools worldwide will stand together with the people of Darfur by taking part in 
our Drawing Inspiration initiative. We will exhibit both sets of drawings in London in late 2008. As of 
April 2008, drawings have already been collected in the US, Canada, South America, Europe, Africa 
and Asia. 
 
Contained in this Drawing Inspiration schools’ pack is: 

·  The front page article of the Drawings in The Independent, 2 November, 2007 
·  Background information on Darfur and Sudan 
·  Information about the conflict in Darfur and testimonies from children and adults   from the 

refugee camps in Chad about their experiences and memories 
·  Some examples of the drawings by Darfuri children in the camps in Chad, 
·  Some of the Drawing Inspiration responses we have already had from children in the UK 

and in other countries across the globe 
 
We are happy to come into schools in London to speak to pupils at assemblies or in classes and give 
them more information about the situation in Darfur and ways in which they can get involved and 
communicate with Darfuri children in the camps. 
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Article from the front cover of the Independent, 2 August 2007 

DARFUR: THE EVIDENCE 
OF WAR CRIMES 

500 drawings by children who escaped the 
violence are to be submitted to the 
International Criminal Court as proof of 
war crimes by Sudanese forces 

By Andrew Grice, Political Editor 
Thursday, 2 August 2007  

Dramatic new evidence of the attacks on the people of Darfur by Sudanese government troops has 
emerged in 500 drawings by children who escaped the violence by fleeing across the border to Chad.  

In a ground-breaking move, the remarkable collection of images will now be submitted to the 
International Criminal Court (ICC), which has started proceedings against a Sudanese government 
minister and a militia commander accused of committing war crimes in Darfur. 

The testimony of the children, some as young as eight, emerged by chance when a peace campaigner 
handed the children paper, pencils and crayons to keep them occupied while she interviewed their 
mothers. 

Anna Schmidt, a researcher for Waging Peace, which campaigns against genocide, had been hoping 
to gain information about the atrocities in Darfur from the women, who are among 250,000 to have 
fled to the relative safety in neighbouring Chad. 

Yet it was their children who provided perhaps the most significant indication yet of exactly what has 
gone on in Darfur. Most of them could not read or write. But they could draw. And, unprompted, they 
started to reveal what they had seen with their own eyes. 

The drawings depict Sudanese tanks, planes and helicopters launching co-ordinated attacks with the 
Arab Janjaweed militia against Darfuris defending themselves with bows and arrows. 

The government of Sudan has repeatedly denied launching military attacks in Darfur. 

The graphic images include the bombing of civilians and children; homes being set on fire as villages 
are destroyed; beheadings; victims lying in pools of blood; women chained together being led away; 
and mass graves. Many of the children who drew the stories of their lives do not have fathers or 
brothers. Men and older boys have been slaughtered in Darfur. Childish lines that look as though they 
should be depicting fairgrounds or farmyards, instead show helicopter gun attacks, tanks bearing the 
Sudanese flag, and soldiers wearing the uniform of the Sudanese army alongside vehicles with 
machineguns driven by Janjaweed. The perpetrators are always light-skinned. The victims are always 
black. 
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"This is the proof," said Rebecca Tinsley, a director of Waging Peace, who will submit the drawings to 
the ICC and plans to exhibit them to rally support for tougher international action against Sudan. "If 
this is not evidence, I don't know what is. The children have provided a photographic record. They 
have not been manipulated. The pattern that emerged in the drawings is amazing. It corroborates 
what we know is happening and disproves what we are being told by the government of Sudan." 

The ICC has named two suspects wanted for alleged war crimes in Darfur. They are Ahmed 
Muhammed Harun, formerly Sudan's junior interior minister responsible for Darfur and now 
humanitarian affairs minister, and Ali Mohammed Ali Abd-al-Rahman, a leader of one of the 
Janjaweed militias. But there is no guarantee they will be handed over by Sudan. 

About 110 people are dying in Darfur every day, according to Waging Peace. More than 200,000 
people have been killed since the crisis began four years ago, two million have been displaced and 
four million rely on food aid. 

On Tuesday, the United Nations backed a British and French resolution which will allow a 26,000-
strong UN-African Union peacekeeping force to go to Darfur. But British officials admit this is only a 
first step towards a long-term peace settlement in Sudan and that the Arab-dominated government in 
Khartoum has made concessions before, only to frustrate progress at a later stage. There are already 
signs that it may do so again, with one Sudanese minister reportedly saying the UN resolution may be 
"stillborn". 

Ms Tinsley expressed concern at statements by the Sudanese government yesterday that the force 
would come from African nations. She said the African Union was already overstretched and 13,000 
short of the number of troops it needed in Somalia. She saw the statements as "predictable delaying 
tactics" by Khartoum. She feared the force might not be in place until next February, even though the 
UN wants to start deploying it in October. Ms Tinsley is campaigning for tougher sanctions on leading 
figures in the Sudanese government such as a travel ban on its prominent figures. 

Omer Siddig, the Sudanese ambassador in London, welcomed the UN resolution yesterday as "a step 
forward in the right direction". He said it was not true that Sudanese government had given implicit or 
explicit support to the Janjaweed in their campaign of ethnic cleansing. "We are the government and 
we know things on the ground," he told BBC Radio 4. 

When she visited Darfur, Ms Tinsley gathered evidence of the systematic rape of black women when 
they left refugee camps to gather firewood. She said rape was being used as a weapon of war, with 
victims being told: "I want to dilute your blood." Men called their victims abid (slave). A "second 
wave of genocide" was happening because many women were developing HIV-Aids and could not get 
drugs to treat the disease. Victims were often subsequently shunned by men. 

Some aid agencies are reluctant to speak out against Sudan, fearing that they might be expelled from 
the country. There are claims that aid workers are being intimidated. One was accused of "telling lies" 
about conditions in Darfur when he returned after the Sudanese government spotted an interview he 
gave to his local newspaper. 

When Ms Tinsley interviewed women in Darfur, several told her: "You have to be our voice. We don't 
have a voice." 

Now, the women's children have found theirs.  
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USEFUL FACTS, FIGURES AND GENERAL INFOR MATION  

 
Sudan/Darfur 
• Darfur has a population of 6 million 
• 2.5 million people have fled their homes 
• 4 million people are reliant on humanitarian aid for survival 
• Up to 250,000 of those displaced are now in Chad 
• An estimated 400,000 people have been killed 
• Sudan as a whole has a population of 40 million and is 2,506,000 km (the largest country in Africa 
and the size of western Europe) 
• Size of Darfur: 493,180 km (the size of France) 
• Average life Expectancy: Male 56.96 years, Female 59.36 years (2004 estimate) 
• Literacy: Male 71.8%, Female 50.5% (2003 estimate) 
 
Figures for the UK for comparison:  
• Size of the UK: 244 110 km (half the size of Darfur) 
• Average Life Expectancy: Male 76.6 years, Female 81.0 years 
 
Languages: Arabic: official language of the country, over 100 tribal languages spoken 
 
Religion: Islam is the official religion of the state. Approximate estimates: 60% Muslim, 25% animist, 
15% Christian. 
 
Tribes: There are more than 300 tribes in Sudan, including Danagla, Gaalien, and Shaigia in the 
north; Bija in the east; Kababish, Humar, Masselit, Zakhawa, Nuba, Baggara, and Fur in the west; and 
Dinka, Newir, and Skeluk in the south. The people come from numerous different ethnic backgrounds, 
mainly Arab in the north, and African in the south. 
 
Bordering countries: Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Central African Republic, Chad, and Libya 
 
The environment: Sudan’s rainy season lasts for about three months (July to September) in the north, 
and up to six months (June to November) in the south. The amount of rainfall increases the further 
south you go, from the very dry Nubian desert in the north to swamps and rainforest in the south. 
There is practically no rainfall countrywide except for a small area in northwestern Sudan. During 
some years, the rain in central Sudan can be delayed, or they may not come at all, which creates 
drought and famine. The decades of the 1970s and 1980s saw the rains frequently fail, with disastrous 
results for the Sudanese people and economy. During 1984/85, there was a severe drought and crop-
failure in the west of the country. 
In the capital city, Khartoum, the warmest months are May and June, when average highs are 41° C 
and temperatures can reach 48° C. Northern Sudan, with its short rainy season, has hot daytime 
temperatures for much of the year. Lows in Khartoum average 15° C in January. 
 
Current government: President Omar Hassan al Bashir from the National Congress Party (NCP) is 
currently in power in Sudan. He obtained power in a military coup in June 1989 and has led the 
military dictatorship ever since. 
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION  

 
Origins of the Darfur conflict  

 
For decades, the extremely centralised and radical Islamist Government of Sudan has pursued a policy 
of neglect, discrimination and divide-and-rule in Darfur. Severe drought in the 1970s and 1980s 
intensified the struggle over scarce land and resources. The struggle was mostly between ‘Arab’ 
nomadic pastoralists and ‘non-Arab’ sedentary agriculturalists.  
 
The situation deteriorated throughout the 1990s, as the Government of Sudan (GoS), pursuing a policy 
of ‘Arabisation’ of Sudan got increasingly involved in Darfur, arming the various groups, and giving 
particular support to groups of Arab descent . Frustrated by Khartoum’s marginalisation of Darfuris, 
rebel groups such as the SLM (Sudan Liberation Movement) and the JEM (Justice and Equality 
Movement) formed and started attacking government strongholds in March 2003. 
 
Since 2003, the Government of Sudan and its Janjaweed militia have in retaliation carried out war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide against civilians of the same ethnicity as rebel groups in 
Darfur. As a result, up to 400,000 people have died and more than 2.5 million have been displaced. 
Furthermore, the crisis is spreading to neighbouring countries, with both Chad and Central African 
Republic having been significantly destabilised by the conflict in Darfur. 
 
Government perpetrated Human Rights abuses: 
 
Numerous independent inquiries have found overwhelming evidence of the Government of Sudan’s 
responsibility for crimes against humanity and war crimes in Darfur.  
 
The evidence of systematic targeting of non-Arab groups in Darfur also strongly indicates that the 
government-perpetrated crimes amount to genocide under the UN 1948 Convention. Other human 
rights abuses perpetrated in Darfur include torture and summary executions by security services as 
well as widespread rape and sexual violence against women and girls. Gender-based violence has 
increasingly been used as a weapon of war in Darfur. Victims and witnesses in displaced camps have 
provided accounts of gang-rape of young girls and women, rape of pregnant women and abduction 
into sexual slavery. 

 
Diplomatic efforts to put an end to the crisis:  
 
In the last three years, two peace agreements have been signed in Sudan to address two separate 
conflicts involving the Government of Sudan. Neither has brought peace to the country nor stopped 
the Sudanese government’s genocidal campaign in Darfur. 
 
The Comprehensive Peace Agreement of January 2005 was signed between the GoS and rebels of the 
Sudan People Liberation Movemenent (SPLM). The agreement ended a 20 year war in which 
Southern Sudanese rebels had fought for a greater share of power and wealth. However, the central 
government of Sudan has been very reluctant to devolve any of its power and oil revenue under the 
agreement and there remains a very fragile peace between the North and South.  
 
In May 2006, diplomatic efforts led by the African Union, resulted in the signing of the Darfur Peace 
Agreement (DPA) between the GoS and Minni Minawi’s faction of the SLM. The other faction of the 
SLM, led by Abdul Wahid and the other main rebel group JEM refused to sign the agreement as they 
believed that it did not address the root causes of the conflict (compensation, unitary region, vice-
presidency position, etc).  
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As part of the agreement, the African Union has deployed a 7000-strong peacekeeping force in Darfur 
(African Union Mission in Sudan (AMIS)), however it has suffered from severe lack of funds and 
equipment and as a result, it has been unable to adequately protect civilians in Darfur. 
 
In the 2 years since the signing of the agreement, the DPA has clearly failed to bring peace to Darfur 
and the situation in on the ground has actually gotten worse. Rebel groups have splintered, further 
complicating any attempts at mediation, the government-led military campaign has gained a new 
momentum and the humanitarian situation has worsened. 
   
Yet, despite a deteriorating political and humanitarian situation, the international community has been 
reluctant to get too involved in Darfur. Eager to maintain economic and political ties with Khartoum, 
countries including the US, UK and China have lacked the political will to confront the GoS and put 
an end to human rights atrocities in Darfur. This pursuit of national self-interest has resulted in 
insufficient and uncoordinated international pressure on Sudan. 
 
The UN Security Council has passed several resolutions on Darfur but has not been willing to use 
strong action to implement them. These resolutions include the establishment a Commission of Inquiry 
into Darfur, an arms embargo, a Sanctions Committee to name individuals against whom targeted 
sanctions should be implemented, and the situation in Darfur has also been referred to the International 
Criminal Court. 
 
The failure to protect civilian populations 
 
In August 2006, the UN Security Council created a mandate for a 20,000 strong UN peacekeeping 
force to replace the under-funded and undermanned AU force. Under pressure from China and Russia, 
the resolution was made dependent on Sudan’s consent which has meant that Khartoum has 
categorically opposed it since. 

 
In order to overcome the deadlock, a UN-AU hybrid force was agreed upon at a meeting in Ethiopia 
on 16 November 2006. The hybrid force was to be composed of existing AU troops and strengthened 
by UN troops and assistance. Despite initially agreeing to such a plan, the Sudanese Government has 
since then gone back on most of the clauses of the agreement and insisted that it would only accept 
UN financial and equipment assistance, but not troops. 
 
As a result, the hybrid force is not yet fully operational and cannot adequately protect Darfuri 
civilians. Six months after the end of its deployment date of 31 December 2007, only 9,000 of the 
26,000 peacekeepers were on the ground. The peacekeeping force still needs vital equipment and the 
Sudanese Government is doing it all it can to limit its mandate, delay its deployment and make it 
inefficient. These impediments include refusing to grant the force a base, preventing is access to water, 
refusing it authorisation to operate at night and travel without the expressed permission of Sudanese 
authorities. 
 
At an historic summit in New York in September 2005, the United Nations General Assembly adopted 
the principle known as the “Responsibility to Protect”. The principle implies first and foremost that no 
government can hide behind the veil of sovereignty while it conducts or permits crimes against 
humanity, genocide, war crimes and ethnic cleansing. But the principle also states that countries have 
a responsibility to act beyond their borders in order to put an end to such atrocities. 
 
As the first genocide of the twenty first century, Darfur presents the international community with the 
opportunity to practice their principles of responsibility to protect populations from atrocities and 
violence. Such action has yet to be taken, and as result villages continue to be burnt to the ground, 
women continue to be raped everyday, children risk 
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SELECTED TESTIMONIES FROM DARFURI REFUGEES IN CHAD  

 
Collected in June and July 2007 by Waging Peace Researcher Anna Schmitt 

 
 
Sumaiya, a thirteen year old boy, who was ten when his village in Darfur was attacked explains: 
“President Omar Ahmad Al Bashir, the Janjawid and the government attacked us with cars, tanks, 
cannons, RBGs, planes, and small arms, on camels, horses, and they murdered us. We did not want 
any military in Darfur. We did not want Omar Ahmad Al Bashir and the Janjawid to invade Darfur. 
The Janjawid and the government burnt our houses, cut our trees, and stole our money and goods and 
animals. They killed the women, the men, the elderly and the young and raped the girls. They attacked 
the mosque and killed the Imam, the Muazen and people praying in the mosque. 
I am Darfurian, I am Sudanese. I will not fear anything, not even death. It is my right to go back to my 
home.” 
 
 
Suleiman, an eighteen year old boy who was fourteen when his village in Darfur was attacked: 
“ I saw with my own eyes many of the atrocities that were committed. I saw the burning, the rape, mass 
murder, pillage, and ethnic cleansing. 
 
We want safety, health care, education, education, roads and bridges, hospitals, development and 
water.” 
 
 
Abu Bakr, a young boy who was 13 when his village in Darfur was attacked, he is now 17: 
“ I was happy in Darfur. Darfur is a beautiful country.   The president of the Janjawid gave his 
Janjawid forces weapons and ammunitions, vehicles and planes. The Janjawid came on horses and 
camels and the burnt the villages and killed people. They raped our mothers and sisters. They stole 
our money and they displaced to Chad. We found protection here in the camps, very miserable 
camps.” 
 
 
Quotes from the text of the petitions: 
 
“The government burnt the villages, raped the women, and the genocide continues, and I cannot see 
an end to this without these forces and without the disarmament of the Janjaweed.” 
 
 “We the mothers want them to enter Darfur immediately. They have displaced us, and killed us and 
raped us in front of our children and husbands. They killed our children and burnt our houses. This 
was all done by the Janjaweed in our homeland” 
 
“We welcome international forces in Darfur a thousand times. We are Sudanese refugees in Chad. We 
thank Chad. We support resolution 1706. We want the Janjaweed disarmed and the war criminals 
brought to trial; they have committed serious crimes: crimes against humanity, genocide, ethnic 
cleansing, looting, rape, and burning of villages”. 
 
“[We want the UN forces] to disarm the Janjaweed and end ethnic cleansing, rape, random killing 
and to establish stability and security in order for us to go back to our villages and regain our stolen 
rights” 
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DRAWINGS FROM DARFURI CHILDREN IN THE CAMPS IN CHAD  
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DRAWINGS AND LETTERS FROM CHILDREN TAKING PART IN D RAWING 

INSPIRATION  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


